
 

Book: The Skylarks’ War by Hilary McKay Date: 
Learning outcomes:  
 

• Comprehension 
• Character description  
• Retrieval questions 
• Setting description 
• Understand a character’s feelings 
• Compare 
• Features of a letter 
• Write a letter 

Keywords for 
writing: 
Comprehension 
Retrieval 
Describe 
Characters 
Feelings 
Appearance 
Personality 
Setting 
Senses 
 

Keywords from book:  
Clarry 
Skylark 
Grandmother 
Peter 
Rupert  
Train 
Cornwall 
War 
Oxford 
Father 
 

Day LO and SC Teacher input Activity Plenary 

1 LO: To comprehend a 
text and infer. 
 

• I can discuss 
what a title and 
cover might tell 
me about a story  

 
• I can use the text 

to help me 
answer 
questions 

Look at the cover and title. What might 
the book be about? (5 mins) 
 
Read chapter 1 and 2 as a class (15-20 
mins) 
 
Discuss any words that the pupils don’t 
understand and explain them. 
 
 

Independent Activity 
 
Comprehension for Chapter 1 and 2. 
(resource 1) 
 
(15-20mins) 
Support: Help those who need extra help 
with reading and understanding the text. 
 
Challenge: Predict what may happen next in 
the story. 

Go through the 
answers. 

2 LO: To describe a 
character. 
 

• I can use 
adjectives to 
describe 

 
• I can make 

mention the 
character’s 

Recap what has happened so far in the 
text. (5mins) 
 
 Using the text identify descriptive 
phrases that tell us about Clarry and 
Peter. (10-15mins) 
 
Think about: 
 

Independent Activity 
 
Character description of Clarry and Peter 
Description map/ word map (resource 2) 
 
(25-30mins) 
 
Support: List some adjectives for Clarry and 
Peter with those who need extra support. 
 

Get some of the 
pupils to share 
some of their 
character 
descriptions 
with the rest of 
the class. 



 

appearance and 
personality 

Appearance – using adjectives and 
phrases 
Personality – using descriptions 
What might he/she say and do? 
 
 

Challenge: Use figurative language to 
enhance description e.g. similes or 
metaphors 
 
 

3 LO: To understand a 
character’s feelings. 
 

• I can discuss how 
characters feel 
about one 
another by using 
text 

• I can take notes 
on the 
characters 
experiences 

 
• I can use the text 

to help me 
answer 
questions 

Read chapter 3 and 4 as a class. (15-20 
mins) 
 
Discuss how Clarry and Rupert feel about 
each other – scribe comments from 
pupils (10 mins)  
 
 

Independent Activity 
 
Also answer comprehension questions. 
(resource 3) 
(20-25mins) 
 
Support: Help those who need extra help 
with reading and understanding the text. 
 
Challenge: Predict what may happen next in 
the story. 
 

Go through the 
answers. 

4 LO: To describe a 
setting. 
 

• I can use 
adjectives 

 
• I can include 

phrases about 
each of the 
senses 

• I can use the 
description 
given in the text 

As a class look at the picture of Cornwall.  
How does the place look? Has anyone 
been there?  
 
Discuss where Cornwall is. Cornwall is a 
a county on England’s southwestern tip. 
It forms a peninsula encompassing wild 
moorland and hundreds of sandy 
beaches.  (You could show pupils a map 
of where it is and some images as well.) 
(5mins) 
 
Look at the first two pages of chapter 4 – 
and read it to the class out loud. (5mins) 

Independent Activity 
 
Looking at a picture of Cornwall and 
recalling Clarry’s description, complete the 
description map. 
See, hear, feel, smell, taste. 
(resource 4) 
(20-25mins) 
 

Share your 
senses map with 
a partner to see 
if there are any 
similarities and 
differences 
between your 
vision of 
Cornwall. 



 

to form an idea 
about Cornwall 

 

 
Now discuss images of Cornwall and how 
it is presented. 
 
Discuss the 5 senses, ask pupils to close 
their eyes and envision themselves 
there- what would they see, hear, feel, 
smell and taste. 
 
Model filling out adjectives and phrases 
under each heading of the senses map. 
(10mins) 
 
 
 

5 LO: To write a setting 
description. 
 

• Use suitable 
descriptions to 
detail your 
setting.  

• Use your five 
senses. 

• Use similes, 
metaphors and 
personification. 

• Use powerful 
verbs 

 

Look at the first to pages of chapter 4 
again– and read it to the class out loud. 
(5mins) 
 
Use the maps from yesterday and discuss 
the way we can develop these phrases. 
 
In pairs read model 1 and use a 
highlighter to check that figurative 
language has been used. E.g. similes, 
metaphors and personification 
(10mins) 
 
Teacher to model the second piece to the 
class. (10 minutes) 
 
Discuss how the second model refers to 
characters in the story and touches upon 
their experiences. 
 

Independent Activity 
 
Looking at Cornwall through the eyes of 
Clarry. 
 
Write your setting description. 
 
(resource 5) 
 
Support: Give pupils models. 
 
Challenge:  Up level vocabulary using a 
thesaurus. 
 

Share your 
setting 
description with 
the rest of the 
class. 

6 LO: To understand a 
character’s feelings. 

Read Chapter 18 as a class. Discuss what 
has happened in this chapter. 

Independent Activity 
 

Share your 
thought bubbles 



 

 
• I can understand 

the character’s 
experiences 
from chapter 18  

• I can take notes 
of the 
character’s 
experiences 

• I can form an 
idea about war 
and its impact on 
soldiers 

(10mins) 
 
Rupert during war – in groups of 3 take 
some notes about Rupert’s experiences 
and then role play this scene to perform. 
You could include props e.g a chair 
turned to show a trench and taking cover 
etc. 
(25-30mins) 
 
What do you need to do to role play 
well? 
You take on the attitude, actions and 
language of a character using their 
imaginations to speak, think and feel like 
them. You should try to imagine that you 
are that person, as if you are in their 
shoes.  
 

Complete the thought bubble of what Rupert 
is thinking and feeling about the War. 
(resource 6) 
 
(10mins) 
 
Support: Sentence openers on slide 15 
 

out loud to the 
rest of the class 
as though you 
are Rupert. 

7 LO: To describe a 
setting. 
 

• I can use suitable 
descriptions to 
detail your 
setting.  

• I can use your 
five senses. 

• I can use similes, 
metaphors and 
personification. 

• I can use 
powerful verbs 

 

Recap chapter 18. 
 
What did Rupert experience during the 
war? 
What did he see? How did he feel? 
 
(10-15mins) 

Independent Activity 
 
Through Rupert’s eyes, describe the things 
that you see, hear, feel on the frontline (use 
Chapter 18 and choose suitable pictures).  
 
(35-40mins) 
(resource 7) 

Share your 
setting 
description with 
a partner. 

 
8 

LO: To compare. 
 

 
Recap chapter 4 – Discuss imagery of 
Cornwall 

 
Independent Activity 
 

Share your 
comparative 
sentences with 



 

• I can discuss my 
ideas 

• I can use the 
images to help 
me come up with 
ideas to compare 

• I can identify 
similarities and 
difference 

• I can use 
comparative 
language 

 

Recap chapter 18- Discuss imagery of a 
war zone 
 
Look at the pictures of the two settings 
with the class and discuss the similarities 
and differences modelling the use of the 
comparative phrases. 
 
(15mins) 

Compare the warzone which Rupert is in to 
the countryside in which he would spend his 
holidays with Clarry. (resource 8- images and 
resource 9 comparison phrases) 
 
(20-25mins) 
 
 

the rest of the 
class. 

9 LO: To analyse 
features of a letter. 
 

• I wrote Dear . . . 
followed by a 
comma 

• The first 
paragraph 
explains the 
reason for 
writing 

• The middle 
paragraphs 
deliver the 
necessary 
message 

• The letter states 
clearly what I 
would like the 
recipient to do 

• I used the 
appropriate 
greeting and 
sign-off 

 
Discuss the success criteria and what the 
expectation is  
 
Look at the features of a letter together 
as a class  
 
(15mins) 
 
 
 

Independent Activity 
Identify the features of a letter using resource 
10 
 
(20-25mins) 
 

What did you 
like about the 
letter? 
 
What could be 
improved? 



 

• I wrote a closing 
statement asking 
for a reply 

• I used the first 
person (‘I’, ‘my’ 
‘me’) 

• I used some 
short sentences 
and some long 
sentences using 
conjunctions, for 
example, 
‘because’, ‘but’ 

• I used capital 
letters for the 
names of people, 
places and titles 

 
10 LO: To write a letter. 

 
• I wrote Dear . . . 

followed by a 
comma 

• The first 
paragraph 
explains the 
reason for 
writing 

• The middle 
paragraphs 
deliver the 
necessary 
message 

• The letter states 
clearly what I 
would like the 
recipient to do 

Recap features of a letter 
Look at the model together 
 (5mins) 
 

Independent Activity 
 
Write a letter from the frontline to Clarry in 
the character of Rupert. (45mins-1hour) 
 
Support: give pupils the model (resource 10) 
Challenge:  Up level vocabulary using a 
thesaurus. 
 

Read some 
letters out aloud 
to the rest of the 
class. 



 

• I used the 
appropriate 
greeting and 
sign-off 

• I wrote a closing 
statement asking 
for a reply 

• I used the first 
person (‘I’, ‘my’ 
‘me’) 

• I used some 
short sentences 
and some long 
sentences using 
conjunctions, for 
example, 
‘because’, ‘but’ 

• I used capital 
letters for the 
names of people, 
places and titles 

 
 


